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towards the convent. But the gate was no longer in its old 

place, and the monastery was changed in its appearance ; it 
was greater in extent, and the buildings were more numerous. 
A plane-tree which he had himself planted near the chapel a 

few months before, covered the sacred building with its foliage. 
Overpowered with astonishment the monk approached the 
new entrance, and rang gently. But it was not the same 

silver bell, the sound of which he knew so well. A young 
brother opened the door. 

" 
What has happened ?" asked Alfus ; "is Antony no 

longer the porter of the convent ?" 
" I don't know such a person," was the reply. Alfus rubbed 

his eyes in astoMshment. 
" 

Am I then mad?" he exclaimed. "Is not tMs the monas 

tery of Olmutz, which I left tMs morning-" 
The young monk looked at him. 
" 

I have been porter here for five years," was the rejoinder, " 
and I do not remember to have ever seen you." 

A number of monks were walking up and down the cloisters. 
Alfus ran towards them, and called them ; but none answered. 

He went closer, but not one of them could he recogmse. 
" 

Has there been a miracle here r" he cried. " In the name 

of heaven, my brothers, has none of you ever seen me before ? 

Does no one know Brother Alfus ? 
" 

All looked at him with astonishment. "Alfus !" at last said 
the oldest; "there was formerly a monk of that name at the 
convent. I used to hear the old men, long ago, when I was 

young, talking of him. He was a learned man, but a dreamer, 
and fond of solitude. One day he descended mto the valley, 
and was lost sight of beliind the wood. They expected Mm 

back in vain. He never returned, and none knew what be 
came of him ; but it is now a hundred years or more since 

that." 

At these words Alfus uttered a loud cry, for he understood 

it all ; and falling on his knees, he lifted up Ms hands and 

exclaimed with fervour,? 
" 

O my God ! it has been thy will to show me my folly in 

comparing the joys of earth with those of heaven. A century 
has rolled over my head as a single day, wMle listening to the 

bird which sings hi thy paradise. I now understand eternal 

happiness. O Lord, be gracious unto me, and pardon thine 

un wor thy s er vant. 
' ' 

Having thus spoken, Brother Alfus extended Ms arms, 
kissed the ground, and died. 

THE ROUGH HOME AT HORN, 
NEAR HAMBURG. 

In England, "Ragged Schools" are now universally known, 

though as yet they are only partially established. The benevo 

lent efforts, however, in which they originated and to which 

they have led, have occasioned the laying open of a sore in the 

social body very grievous and very alarming. At the bottom 

of the lowest stratum of English society there is a tMck layer of 

foulness, which, if not removed, must produce most deleterious 

consequences. Only by education can that ignorance, vice, 

and depravity be put away. Whence is to come the education 

that will sweep oui* streets ? This is the problem that now 

presses for a solution. It is a problem of fearful aspect. It is 

a problem of growing importance. Perhaps some aid towards 

a practical solution may be afforded, if we report that which 

CMistian benevolence has achieved in the Rough Home (Das 
Rauhe Haus) at Horn, near Hamburg. 

The Rough Home is a ragged school on a large scale. It is 

a ragged school, or rather a system of ragged schools, on a 

well-developed plan. The founders of the Rough Home were 

Christian men of all ages and conditions, who formed them 

selves into a society, hi order to visit the poor in their homes, 

and, while ministering to their bodily necessities, offer them 

spiritual instruction and solace. This was a noble aim. Under 

taken from CMistian motives, and executed in a Christian 

spirit,?a spirit, that is, of warm and tender sympathy,?the 

mission led to most desirable results. 

At a meeting of the members of this society, held on the 8th 

of October, 1832, a wish was expressed for the foundation of 
an establishment which should serve as a house of refuge for 
destitute and depraved chuchen, and such as were likely to 
become so. If this was a good it was also a bold idea. 

Whence were the means to come? The projectors abounded 
not in silver and gold. But having a good aim and possessing 
benevolent hearts, they made or found, or rather both made 
and found, a way to secure then object. 

A stranger who knew nothing of their plan, put at the dis 

posal of a member of the union a hunched dollars, which he 

intended for some charitable purpose. This small sum was 

the capital of the new establishment. The receipts of the 

money had to be openly attested. Where was the person 
whose name would be a guarantee to the public that it would 
be properly expended ? A member of the senate, by name 

Hudtwalker, undertook the responsibility. The Rough Home 
in consequence received " a habitation and a name."- The 
same person was executor under a will by which 17,500 marks 

were bequeathed for a house of refuge. He appropriated 
the sum to the Rough Home, though the actual payment of 
it was delayed by legal opposition. Meanwhile a periodical, 
the Bergedorf Messenger, was established in order to make 

known the objects of the institution, and to'solicit support. 
The first Number, issued in January 1833, had a surprising 
influence. A lady presented a hunched marks ; young women 

united together with a view of collecting small contributions 
on its behalf ; a working shoemaker gave all Ms savings ; 
similar gifts were bestowed by an unknown hand. The Syndic 

Siveking gave a dilapidated house, which he had put hito 

repair. 
The last present removed a great obstacle. Here was money 

and here was a home ; but where was the mind that could 

make these outward things accomplish a great inward work : 

The mind, too, was ready; In a young divinity student, 
named J. H. Wichern, all saw "the right man." To the 

office 
* 

Wiehern had a call. Together with his mother, he 

entered the house on November 1, 1833, and immediately 
'received three boys under Ms care. By the end of the year 
the number had increased to twelve. In the course of the 

next year the boys took down and removed a wall which enclosed 

. the building, and so gave to the world a visible proof that the 

Rough Home was a house of free love, an establishment 

which did not rust, and could not endure any mere material 

restraint. The fame of the school grew and spread. 

Applications for admissions became numerous. Without 

more room those applications must be rejected. The boys who 

pulled down, could also build up. With one heart they applied 
to the task, and constructed a new house, called from the style 
of the architecture, 

" 
The Swiss House." Happy day ! it 

came at last. On the 20th of July, 183-1, "Swiss House" 

was consecrated and opened. A new family of twelve was 

formed, and at its head was placed a ?Swiss, named Joseph 
. Baum gar tner. By May,' 1835, two more houses were set apart 
for the work of moral rescue. As yet, boys only had been 

cared for. Wisely was it resolved to extend the succour to 

girls. A new home was founded. This home was to be pre 

paratory, a sort of stepping-stone from the slough of the streets 

to the order and comfort of the Rough Home. For this pur 
. pose, boys as well as girls were admitted ; and the rather be 

cause it was intended to serve as a school of practical house 

wifery?a woman's world, where girls could be trained for 

service and for cottage duties, becoming, instead of wretched 

street-walkers, useful servants and happy mothers. The aim? 

a very wise and a very high aim?the cliief aim of the estab 

lishment, is declared in the name given to it by Wichern, who 

called it "Das Mutterhaus," the mother-house, that is, a train 

ing school for mothers, a school for educating poor destitute 

girls so as to make them good mothers. This, we repeat, was 

a noble aim. This method of assailing evil at its centre, and 

promoting good from its source, is very admirable, and must 

have proved very effectual. 

On the 29th of October, 1S35, the Mother-house was set 

apart for its service by the solemnities of public worship. 

Twelve girls and thirty-three boys formed the establishment. 
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The originator of these homes, Wichern, had from the Mst 

recognised in labour an effectual means of moral renovation 

and progress. Labour, therefore, formed an essential part of 

their routine. Out of a small germ that labour soon pro 

duced shoots, branches, and fruits. During the first whiter 

the inmates busied themselves chiefly with hand labour? 

such as cooking, washing, and other domestic duties ; but 

they also laboured in the garden, at the walls, and on 

the public ways. Bad and severe weather, however, 

often kept them confined within doors for hours, and even 

days. Then sufficient employment was not to be had. What 

was to be done ? Boys have eyes, and then* minds are inven 

tive. The boys hi the Mother-house seized an old Canadian 

poplar that grew in the garden, and, with a rusty saw and a 

large knife, the only tools they could command, converted the 

tree into slippers. Their labours gradually exteilded them 

selves. They formed a rope-yard; they set up a joiner's 
bench ; they built an oven ; they fitted up a room for tailors ; 

always keeping utility in view. At the same time agriculture 
went forwards ; the country around began to smile, and the 

institution enjoyed the sweet fruits of industry. The year 
1839 was a season of rejoicing in the Rough Home. American 

bounty supplied means for realising, a "wish long entertained, 
and a chapel was built. This chapel contained, besides a house 

of prayer, dwellings, schools, and a library. Li all the requi 
site labours the scholars took part. Without foreign aid, 

solely by the scholars and the teachers of the establishment, 
was what was appropriately called "The Bee-Mve" con 

structed. In ensuing years more land was purchased, and a 

printing-house, as well as another girls* school, was erected. 

Pive-and-twc-nty friends lent a small sum for the outfit of the 

printing-house, and on the 2nd of February, of the year 1841, 

appeared the first specimen of printing by the Rough Hoiiie. 

It was the 23rd Psalm. How appropriate the words, 
" 

The 

Lord is my .shepherd, I shall hot want !" Li two years the 

printing establishment had so grown as to afford employment 
for twenty persons. In order to obtahi resources for other 

buildings and establishments, Wichern appealed to public 

benevolence, and received a very satisfactory reply. He built 

fishing-huts- ; a place for bookbinding ; a place for lithography ; 
an agricultural school ; a public washhouse ; and a cabin for 

herdsmen. In 1851, a boarding-school and general seminary 
was designed and begun, which probably is by tMs time 

ready to receive pupils. In 1850 Wichem built a house for 

himself, wMch is so situated as to give Mm a residence hi the 

centre of these several establishments, where he dwells as a 

father in the midst of his children ; suiTounded by happy 
faces and pure hearts, and surrounded also by Useful work 

shops and institutions ? 
all, for the most part, the achievements 

and the rewards of his own wise, steady, and persevering 
benevolence. 

In the Rough Home there are two institutions ; a House of 

Rescue for children, and a Brotherly TJhio?i, connected with 
the German Home Missions. The former receives children, 
not only from Hamburgh, but also from Germany, Holland, 
and Denmark. Every child has to pass tMough a novitiate ; 
before he enters the family he is made acquainted with the 

spirit of the establishment, and prepared to live in future hi a 

manner worthy of Ms nature and his opportunities. Twelve 
children make a family. Over eveiy family is a member of 
the Brotherly "Union. That brother constantly lives in and 

with Ms family : he is then* father ; he is their instructor. 

Having under Ms care a small number, lie can and does act 

directly and powerfully on the character and the life of each 

pupil. Labour and prayer are interwoven: even the recrer 
ations of the Rough Home are pervaded by the -spirit of 

religion. The effect is not sachiess, but a seemly cheerfulness. 

Joy and pleasure are there hi all their hilarity, and never hi 
then excess. 

The different establishments hi operation are, three for tai 
lors ; two for shoemakers ; One for slippermakers ; a wool 

spinning for boys ; a pottery; a printing-house ; a bookbinding 
house ; and a shop for lithography. The three last receive 
work from without ; the rest labour only to supply the wants 

of the Rough Home. There are other pursuits?such as 

baking, painting, stonemasonry. The girls are employed 
about the house ; or they wash, they cook, they ply the 

needle. 

A striking object is the noble room set apart for domestic 

prayer. Summer and whiter it is decorated with flowers. 

Daily, the middle is filled with cMldren ; on the left sit the 

boys, on the right the girls ; they are surrounded by the adults 

of the establisliment. At one end is an elevated, chapel, where 
stands the organ. At the other end is the place for the father 

of the family, who leads the worsMp, and for the reader ; also 

for the Lord's Supper Table ; behind wMch are the boys who 

take part hi the service. On the table lies a large Family 
Bible?an emblem of the faith, hope, and charity of the house. 

The boys and girls are divided hito two rows, according to 

then condition in regard to baptism and confirmation. Each 

row is attended by officers, who lead them hi the part wMch 

they have to perform hi the liturgical service of the place. 

Among the festivals of the Rough Home is the festival of 

labour. A bold, but a noble conception ! A rest from labour 

to rejoice in the power of labouring ! The hands quiet, that 

the heart may beat more freely with joy and gratitude ! Men 

who can rejoice thus are prepared to labour wisely and well ! 

Between 1833 and 1850 this festival was held but twice. The 

pupils laid aside their employments, in order to show their 

friends visible proofs of the progress they had made. Pupils 
who had quitted the house sent presents from a distance to 

contribute towards the festivities. 

In the seventeen years of which Wiehern gives some account 

in Ms " Festbiichlien 
" 

(small festival-book), the Rough 
Home had completely recovered and well-trained 195 boys 
and girls. That number had been sent forth into the world. 

One hundred more remained hi the histituti?h; and were 

undergoing its mild reformatory and effectually restorative 

discipline. Those who had quitted that happy home were not 

lost from sight. A kindred establishment, holding meetings 
hi the evening, in the city of Hamburg, gather the young ones 

into its bosom, and shelters them from the evil that is in the 

world. Those who go to other cities are commended to the care 

of men of like spirit. The Rough Home has formed workmen 

of all kinds?agricultural labourers, sailors, tradesmen ; and 

very rarely does it happen that one of its pupils falls back into 

the practices from which he had been snatched. 

The Brotherly Union, which is connected with the Rough 

Home, receives under its fostering care adults whose purpose 
it is to labour in some field of benevolence ; it may be to take 

charge of cMldren hi the Houses of Refuge ; it may be to 

minister to prisoners, or to the needy ; it may be to disperse 

Bibles, and other religious books ; or to perform the duties of 

city missionaries ; or to give succour- to emigrants ; or to 

mingle in labour with the labourers on the roads, in work 

shops, &c, that the)* may carry the spirit, and, if possible, the 

power of religion hito the intercourses of men and the pursuits 
of the world. Up to the end of 1850, eighty brothers had gone 
forth from the Institution, who how are engaged, as just de 

scribed, hi various parts of the continent, and even on tliis side 

the Atlantic. 

Wichern, who is the heart and the soul of tMs system, is a 

man of energy, judgment, and benevolence. If he has in Ms 

thoughts less novelty than Pestalozzi, he has far more power 
of execution. Possessing the sympathies wMch prompt the 

desire for usefulness, he possesses also the wisdom which 

devises plans for its attainment; and, moreover, possesses the 

practical skill wMch knows-.how to carry good plans into 

effect. The last is, perhaps, the rarest quality ; and scarcely 
ever has this Mgh endowment been found in fuller develop 

ment or greater perfection than in the founder, the educator, 
the father of the Rough Home. Ready with his pen as well 

as his tongue, Wichern has by the works he has published, 
and particularly his " 

Flying Leaves," greatly contributed to 

make his efforts known ; to make their real aim understood ; 
to exhibit their operation, tendency, and actual results ; and to 

cause them to be taken ivp and earned on in other parts of the 

world. 
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